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combining depth in composition with
the creation of a substantial body of
works that enriched the Arab musical
repertoire. He also played a
foundational role in establishing the
presence of the Arab nay flute in
Tunisia, as he was among the earliest
musicians to master the instrument
and to incorporate it into various
musical styles, particularly within the
traditional takht ensemble in Tunisia
since the first half of the twentieth
century

In this article, we analyze an istikhbar
in the Rasd al-Dhil mode, through
which we highlight the dual identity
of the performer—composer embodied
by Salih al-Mahdi. We examine his
distinctive style of nay performance,
as well as his approach to interpreting
and articulating the Tunisian musical
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Abstract

The artist Professor Salih al-Mahd1 is
considered one of the most important
pillars of contemporary Arab music.

He became renowned for the richness
and generosity of his musical output,
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discourse, both in terms of
performance practice and in the
structural aesthetics of melodic
ornamentation and modal expression.
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