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structure and generate meaning
through their dynamic interplay.

The research adopts a descriptive-
analytical method to reveal the
underlying narrative structure of the
novel and to demonstrate the role of
techniques—
particularly stream of consciousness

and interior

modern narrative
monologue—in
foregrounding the psychological and
existential crisis of the protagonist,
Sa'id Mahran. It also employs a
structural-analytical framework
grounded in contemporary
narratological concepts as developed
by Gérard Genette, Mikhail Bakhtin,
and Algirdas Julien Greimas, while
drawing on interpretive approaches
that enable a multi-level reading of the
text.

The study aims to probe the
psychological depth of Sa‘id Mahran’s
character,  exploring its  inner
fluctuations and existential
reverberations within the context of the
novel’s dramatic transformations,
presenting him as a model of the
existentially troubled individual within
a shifting social framework.

Overall, the study argues that the novel
should not be read as a conventional
realist narrative, but rather as an open

text that reconstructs reality through
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Abstract

This study seeks to analyze the
manifestations of narrative elements in
The Thief and the Dogs by Naguib
Mahfouz through a narratological—
approach
characterized by a multi-layered
semantic dimension. It integrates
structural, narratological, and
hermeneutic analysis in order to
uncover the mechanisms of meaning

structural-interpretive

production within the text. The study
proceeds from an examination of the
fundamental components of
narrative—namely narrative
perspective, time, character, and plot—
focusing on how these -elements

interact to shape the novel’s semantic
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reflects the individual’s struggle with
both society and the self.
Keywords: The Thief and the Dogs,
narrative, stream of consciousness,
narrative time, Sa‘ld Mahran, modern
Arabic novel.
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advanced narrative techniques and
produces multiple layers of meaning
reflecting the crisis of modern
humanity—caught between betrayal,
justice, and alienation. One of the
central hypotheses of this research is
that the novel represents an advanced
model in the evolution of Arabic
narrative toward modernity, where
narrative techniques intersect with
representations of human
consciousness in a turbulent socio-
political context. The study advances
the view that the novel is not merely a
realist narrative, but a multi-layered
text engaged in deconstructing the
concepts of justice, identity, and
alienation.

Furthermore, the study demonstrates
how Mahfouz employs narrative
elements to construct a fictional world
that reflects the social and political
transformations of Egyptian society
following the Egyptian Revolution of
1952, with particular emphasis on the
symbolic and semantic dimensions of
the text. It concludes that the novel
constitutes a sophisticated model in the
employment of modern narrative
techniques in Arabic literature,
wherein narrative elements converge
to produce a polysemous text that
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