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Abstract

On October 7, 2023, the Gaza Strip
was subjected to a large-scale war that
had profound repercussions across all
aspects of life, including the real estate
sector and lease agreements. The
conflict led to mass displacement,

economic disruption, the closure of
border crossings, and the interruption
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legal framework for addressing the
impact of war on lease agreements
under exceptional circumstances.
Keywords: War, Exceptional Event,
Lease Agreements, Impossibility of
Performance, Force Majeure, Hardship
(Exceptional Circumstances).
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of the flow of goods and services.
These developments directly affected
leased properties and lease contracts,
resulting in the total or partial
destruction of some properties and the
interruption of use for many tenants
due to closures, the disruption of
essential services, and the inability to
access the leased premises.

These circumstances raise complex
legal issues concerning  the
classification of war as either a force
majeure event or an exceptional
circumstance, and the consequent
effects on lease agreements—whether
in terms of automatic termination,
judicial rescission, modification of
obligations, or rent reduction. They
also extend to the impact on
maintenance and repair obligations, as
well as the contractual balance
between the parties. Furthermore, they
prompt questions regarding the
adequacy of the Palestinian Civil Code
in  addressing such exceptional
developments, particularly in the
of  detailed

governing the effects of war on civil

absence provisions
contracts.

This research adopts an analytical
approach, examining relevant legal
texts and judicial precedents with the
aim of developing a comprehensive
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