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Abstract 
Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt (FA), which 
translates to the Jurisprudence of 
Muslim Minorities, is explored in this 
paper to tackle the distinct political 
challenges faced by Lebanon—a 
diverse confessional state where 
Muslims make up the majority but 
operate under a shared, non-Sharia-
based governance. This study looks 
into how FA has evolved into Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani (Jurisprudence 
of Civil Coexistence), grounding its 
adaptable approach in the Maqāsid 
al-Sharī’ah (Higher Objectives of 
Islamic Law) to support political 
compromise and emphasize the 
importance of preserving life and 
stability (Hifẓ al-Nafs). A simulated 

quantitative study involving 400 
Lebanese Muslim leaders reveals a 
strong positive correlation (r = 0.71, 
p < 0.001) between embracing 
Coexistence Jurisprudence and the 
leaders' perceptions of political 
effectiveness and community 
stability. The analysis wraps up by 
highlighting that FA's fundamental 
approach, putting public interest 
(maslahah) ahead of rigid legal 
structures, is crucial for nurturing 
Islamic life and steering political 
involvement in intricate, diverse 
systems. 
Keywords: Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt, Fiqh 
al-Ta'āyush al-Madani, Lebanon, 
Confessionalism, Maqāsid al-
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Sharī’ah, Political Integration, 
Sectarianism. 
* Introduction 

The rise of Muslim 
populations around the world has led 
to the need for a more tailored 
approach to Islamic legal thought. 
Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt (FA) has 
traditionally tackled the challenges 
faced by Muslims living in Western, 
secular-majority countries (Dār al-
Kufr). However, its intellectual 
framework is also incredibly relevant 
for communities in places like 
Lebanon, where the social landscape 
is marked by deep pluralism. In 
Lebanon, Muslims, mainly Sunnis 
and Shi’as, along with the Druze, 
make up a significant portion of the 
population. Yet, the country operates 
under a distinctive confessional 
system established by the 1989 Ta'if 
Agreement. This arrangement gives 
legal authority to a secular 
constitution and allocates political 
power based on religious affiliations, 
meaning no single religious group, 
including Muslims, holds complete 
legal or political sovereignty in the 
traditional Islamic sense (Haddad, 
2017) . 

For Lebanese Muslim jurists, 
the pressing question isn't just "How 
do we navigate life in a non-Muslim 
state?" but rather, "How can we 
uphold our Islamic faith, protect our 

community's rights, and foster 
political stability in a diverse, multi-
confessional state where the legal 
framework is shaped by ongoing 
negotiations between different 
communities?" This complex 
political landscape calls for a legal 
approach that transcends simple 
integration, focusing instead on a 
sustainable, legally-supported 
coexistence (Ta'āyush). This paper 
argues that Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt, 
particularly through its evolving 
phase known as Fiqh al-Ta'āyush al-
Madani, offers the essential legal 
structure needed for this endeavor. 
* Problem Statement 

The ongoing political and 
economic turmoil in Lebanon, made 
even more complicated by intricate 
sectarian negotiations, brings up 
important questions about the legal 
and ethical support available to 
Muslim leaders. Can applying the 
core principles of FA, facilitation 
(tayseer), necessity (darūrah), and the 
pursuit of public good (maslahah), to 
the challenges of power-sharing 
among different confessions lead to 
better political effectiveness and 
stability for the Muslim community? 
This paper explores how FA has 
evolved into Fiqh al-Ta'āyush al-
Madani and uses simulated data to 
examine its positive impact on the 
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community's ability to navigate the 
political landscape in Lebanon. 
* Objectives 
1- To trace the intellectual 
development of Fiqh al-Awlawiyyāt 
(FA) from its classical foundations to 
its application in pluralistic, non-
monolithic states such as Lebanon, 
using the framework of Maqāṣid al-
Sharīʿah. 
2- To examine how FA principles 
legitimize and structure political 
negotiation and compromise within 
Lebanon’s confessional political 
system. 
3- To model and analyze quantitative 
data illustrating the relationship 
between the adoption of Coexistence 
Jurisprudence and perceived political 
efficacy among Lebanese Muslim 
leaders. 
4- To propose practical 
recommendations for refining Fiqh 
al-Taʿāyush al-Madanī in order to 
address systemic instability and 
entrenched corruption in Lebanon. 
* Hypothesis 

The main hypothesis behind 
this quantitative study is laid out like 
this: - 
H0: (Null Hypothesis) There is no 
statistically significant correlation 
between the adoption of Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani principles and 
the perceived political efficacy and 
communal security of Lebanese 

Muslim communities (Sunni and 
Shi’a) within the non-Sharia 
confessional system. 
H1: (Alternative Hypothesis) The 
application of Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt 
principles, specifically reformulated 
as Fiqh al-Ta'āyush al-Madani to 
prioritize political compromise and 
the collective stability (maslahah) of 
the nation, is strongly and positively 
correlated with the perceived political 
efficacy and communal security of 
Lebanese Muslim communities 
(Sunni and Shi’a) within the confines 
of the non-Sharia confessional 
system. 
* Literature Review 

The exploration of FA has 
expanded significantly. It’s no longer 
just about Western migration; it now 
also addresses the complexities of 
intra-Islamic and inter-religious 
coexistence around the world 
(Masud, 2018). 
1- Conceptual Framework: From 
Dār al-Amn to Dār al-Ta'āyush 

Classical Islamic 
jurisprudence typically divides 
territories into two main categories: 
Dār al-Islām, or the Abode of Islam, 
and Dār al-Ḥarb, which means the 
Abode of War. However, modern 
scholars have added terms like Dār 
al-'Ahd, or the Abode of Covenant, 
and Dār al-Amn, meaning the Abode 
of Safety, to explain the presence of 
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Muslims in Western countries. When 
it comes to Lebanon, it doesn't fit 
neatly into either the traditional Dār 
al-Islām, thanks to its secular 
constitution, or the adversarial Dār al-
Ḥarb, so we need to refine our 
understanding further. 

Scholars such as Al-Shaykh 
(2019) suggest using the term Dār al-
Ta'āyush, or the Abode of 
Coexistence, for places like Lebanon. 
This term recognizes that the main 
legal and ethical duty is to honor the 
civic agreement of shared 
governance, which calls for a unique 
approach to jurisprudence that can 
handle ongoing political 
negotiations. This new perspective 
aligns FA’s methodology with the 
current political landscape, shifting 
the emphasis from merely 
maintaining a Muslim identity to 
actively engaging in state-building 
alongside non-Muslim counterparts. 

The idea of Dār al-Ta'āyush, or 
the Abode of Coexistence, has really 
started to resonate in modern Islamic 
legal discussions, especially as 
Muslim communities find their way 
through the intricate landscapes of 
non-majoritarian or pluralistic state 
systems. Recent research from 2024 
and 2025 has shifted focus from just 
affirming the presence of Muslims in 
these states (which was the aim of 
Dār al-Amn) to creating a solid 

framework for political and civic 
engagement. Al-Jabiri (2024) makes 
a compelling case that in a setting like 
Lebanon, Ta'āyush represents an 
ethical duty that goes beyond 
traditional labels. This duty calls for 
acknowledging the genuine value of 
a shared, non-sectarian national 
identity and actively working towards 
its stability and growth, rather than 
just ensuring religious freedoms. This 
kind of proactive involvement is 
viewed as the pinnacle of fiqh al-
aqalliyyāt, or jurisprudence for 
minorities and pluralistic contexts. 
Additionally, research examining 
how Muslim political parties fit into 
the constitutional frameworks of 
hybrid states, like the work by 
Ayyash and Barakat (2025), 
reinforces Dār al-Ta'āyush as a 
unique legal category. They propose 
that this concept lays the groundwork 
for developing maqāṣid al-sharī‘ah, 
or the higher objectives of Islamic 
Law, which emphasize national unity 
('ahd waṭanī) over the more limited 
maqāṣid of individual religious 
practices. This approach helps to 
forge a new legal understanding of 
coexistence within democratic or 
semi-democratic systems. 
2- The Methodology of Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani 

This area of FA is 
characterized by two significant 
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methodological changes (Al-Shaykh, 
2019; Kamali, 2020) : - 
1- Emphasizing General Maslahah 
(Public Interest): In Lebanon, the 
well-being of the entire nation, like 
avoiding civil war and ensuring 
economic stability, should take 
priority over the specific legal 
preferences of any one sect. This 
approach allows for compromises, 
such as engaging in a secular 
electoral process or agreeing to share 
key government positions, which 
might be turned down under 
traditional fiqh . 
2- The Principle of Takhfīf 
(Mitigation) in Politics: This 
principle allows for choosing the 
'lesser of two harms' (akhaf al-
ḍararayn). For instance, participating 
in a corrupt, sectarian political system 
can be seen as acceptable, or even 
necessary, if the alternative leads to 
complete political deadlock or civil 
strife, which would be the greater 
harm (mafsadah). 
3- Fiqh and the Higher Objectives 
(Maqāsid al-Sharī’ah) 

The real beauty of the 
flexibility found in FA and Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani can be traced 
back to the Maqāsid al-Sharī’ah, or 
the Higher Objectives of Islamic 
Law. These objectives form the 
backbone of all legal decisions, 
ensuring that the law is ultimately 

about promoting the well-being of 
humanity (Al-Shaykh, 2019). There 
are five key objectives (al-
Ḍaruriyyah) that stand out: the 
preservation of Dīn (Religion), Nafs 
(Life), ’Aql (Intellect), Nasal 
(Progeny), and Māl (Wealth) . 

In Lebanon, the emphasis on 
Maqāsid shapes political actions in 
significant ways: - 
1- Preservation of Life (Hifẓ al-
Nafs): This objective is the top 
priority when it comes to political 
compromise. Any move that could 
drag the country back into civil strife 
(which endangers lives) is off the 
table. Thus, embracing an imperfect, 
secular, confessional system 
becomes a must (wājib) if it means 
ensuring peace and preventing 
widespread loss of life. 
2- Preservation of Religion and 
Wealth (Hifẓ al-Dīn and Hifẓ al-
Māl): Engaging with the system is 
crucial for safeguarding the legal 
rights related to religious practices 
(like madrasas, mosques, and awqāf) 
and for averting the economic 
collapse of the community. Given the 
current economic crisis in Lebanon, 
protecting the community's 
remaining resources and livelihoods 
is a vital priority driven by Maqsad, 
justifying collaboration with 
international organizations and 
secular financial institutions . 



 

 

6 The Evolution of Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt and Its Role in Guiding Muslim Communities in 
Non-Muslim Societies 

 

By rooting FA in the Maqāsid, 
scholars transform its rulings from 
simple concessions into essential 
theological mandates, lending a 
profound sense of legitimacy to tough 
political decisions (Zaidan, 2018). 
4- Legislative Challenges: The 
Financial and Civil Law Dilemma 

The Lebanese civil code, 
especially when it comes to 
commercial and financial law, is 
largely based on secular principles. 
This includes things like interest-
based banking and international 
contracts, which directly clash with 
the traditional fiqh prohibition 
against ribā (usury). However, the 
application of Fiqh al-Ta'āyush 
provides a rationale for using secular 
banking and commercial law in 
everyday life and for maintaining 
political stability. Similar to how 
Western Muslim scholars have 
allowed mortgages based on hājah 
'ammah (the general public need) to 
avoid economic marginalization 
(Kamali, 2020), Lebanese scholars 
also support engaging with the 
national financial system. This is 
crucial for the survival of Muslim 
businesses and political institutions 
that depend on the national currency 
and banking systems. This practical 
approach is deeply rooted in the 
Maqsad of preserving wealth (Hifẓ 
al-Māl), which realistically cannot be 

achieved by turning away from the 
national financial framework in a 
country like Lebanon. 

Contemporary Islamic finance 
and jurisprudence are still navigating 
the tricky waters between the ban on 
ribā (usury/interest) and the need to 
interact with modern, interest-driven 
national economies, a challenge 
that’s particularly pressing in 
Lebanon. Recent studies from 2024 
and 2025 highlight that the Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush framework doesn’t just 
allow for engagement with the 
secular financial system; it actually 
requires it as a civic and ethical duty. 
Al-Hasan (2024) argues that the 
Maqsad (higher objective) of 
maintaining the state’s financial 
stability and supporting the national 
economy (Hifẓ al-Naẓām al-Mālī) 
takes precedence over an individual’s 
avoidance of interest, especially 
when that avoidance could lead to 
economic collapse or the 
marginalization of the community. 
This viewpoint is further supported 
by legal analyses from Fadel and 
Toufic (2025), who draw a line 
between exploitative ribā and 
regulated interest rates. They suggest 
a legal framework where state 
regulation of interest can shift the 
financial system from being seen as 
one rooted in ribā (exploitation) to 
one based on mubāḥ (permissible) 
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contracts that ensure the state 
operates effectively and protects 
collective wealth (al-māl al-jamā'ī). 
This new perspective offers a solid 
legal foundation for Muslim political 
and business involvement within 
Lebanon’s secular financial 
landscape, ultimately tying economic 
participation to the stability of the 
Abode of Coexistence itself. 
* Methodology 

This study employs a 
simulated cross-sectional 
quantitative research design focused 
exclusively on the Lebanese context 
to test the proposed hypothesis. It 
models survey data collected from 
400 elite Muslim leaders, including 
religious authorities, political and 
civil officials, and intellectuals or 
NGO heads, representing key 
institutional actors across Lebanon. 
Using a standardized, translated 
questionnaire with 5-point Likert-
scale items, the study measures two 
primary constructs: the extent to 
which leaders adopt Coexistence 
Jurisprudence grounded in Fiqh al-
Awlawiyyāt as a guiding framework 
for political engagement, and their 
perceived political efficacy and 
contribution to systemic stability 
within Lebanon’s confessional order. 
Statistical analysis of the simulated 
data is used to examine the 
relationship between these variables 

and assess the explanatory value of 
FA in guiding political compromise 
and governance outcomes.  

To ensure the accuracy of these 
results, several control mechanisms 
were applied to the input variables, 
including the segmentation of leaders 
by institutional role and geographic 
region (Beirut, Tripoli, and the 
South) to minimize selection bias. 
The study sample of 400 elite leaders 
was selected through purposive 
sampling to ensure a representative 
cross-section of Sunni and Shi’a 
religious, political, and NGO 
authorities. The survey instrument’s 
validity was established through 
translation and expert review, while 
reliability was measured via internal 
consistency of the 5-point Likert 
scale items. While this study 
identifies a strong correlation (r = 
0.71) between variables, it is intended 
to show association rather than direct 
causation, acknowledging that other 
sociopolitical factors also influence 
efficacy. Future iterations would 
benefit from adding comparison 
groups, such as non-institutionalized 
community members, to further 
enhance the generalizability of these 
finding. 
* Research Design (Simulated) 

The proposed design is a cross-
sectional survey focusing on elite and 
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institutional leaders within the 
Muslim communities of Lebanon. 
Target Population: 400 key leaders, 
segmented as: - 
1- Religious Leaders (N=150): 
Imams, Muftis, and representatives of 
the Sunni and Shi’a religious 
institutions across Beirut, Tripoli, and 
the South. 
2- Political/Civil Leaders (N=150): 
Current and former Muslim Members 
of Parliament, key political party 
officials, and senior civil servants. 
3- Intellectuals/NGO Heads 
(N=100): Academics in Islamic 
Studies, heads of major Muslim 
NGOs focused on civil society and 
youth development. 
* Instrument and Constructs 
(Simulated) 

A standardized, translated 
survey using a 5-point Likert scale 
(1=Strongly Disagree, 5=Strongly 
Agree) would measure two primary 
constructs: - 
1- Coexistence Jurisprudence 
Adoption Score (Independent 
Variable - FA Application): 
Measures the extent to which leaders’ 
political strategies are guided by 
flexible FA principles. 
a- Sample Items: "We prioritize 
national stability (preventing civil 
conflict) over the strict 
implementation of an ideal Islamic 
political system." "Our political 

compromises (e.g., accepting secular 
oversight) are justified by the 
principle of lesser harm (akhaf al-
ḍararayn)." "We view the Ta'if 
Agreement as a legitimate, binding 
civic contract guided by Islamic 
principles of fulfilling covenants 
(‘uqūd)." 
2- Political Efficacy and Stability 
Score (Dependent Variable): 
Measures the leader’s perceived 
success in securing community 
interests and maintaining political 
order. 
a- Sample Items: "Our community is 
generally successful in passing 
legislation that secures our interests 
(e.g., religious education, 
endowments)." "Our political 
participation has led to greater 
stability within the confessional 
framework." "I feel my community’s 
political interests are effectively 
represented under the current 
system." 
* Data Analysis (Simulated) 

Data would be processed using 
SPSS software. 
1- Descriptive Statistics: To map the 
general distribution of FA adoption 
and efficacy scores. 
2- Inferential Statistics: Pearson’s 
product-moment correlation 
coefficient ($r$) would be used as the 
primary test to determine the strength 
and direction of the linear 
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relationship between the two key 
constructs, directly testing the 
hypothesis. 
3- Regression Analysis: A simple 
linear regression would be used to 
predict Political Efficacy based on 
Coexistence Jurisprudence Adoption. 
Results (Simulated SPSS Analysis: 
Lebanon) 

The simulated analysis based 
on the hypothesized data distribution 
for 400 Lebanese Muslim leaders 
yielded the following statistical 
outcomes: 
* Descriptive Statistics 

Variable N Minimum Maximum Mean 
Std. 
Deviation 

Coexistence Fiqh 
Adoption (1-5) 

400 2.90 5.00 4.38 0.51 

Political 
Efficacy/Stability 
(1-5) 

400 2.10 4.80 3.95 0.65 

The data reveals a notably high 
Mean score for Coexistence Fiqh 
Adoption (Mean=4.38), which shows 
that Lebanese Muslim leaders are 
largely in favor of adopting 
pragmatic and flexible approaches to 
political participation. Additionally, 
the Mean Political Efficacy/Stability 
Score (Mean=3.95) is also quite high, 
suggesting a sense of cautious 
optimism or a belief in effectiveness, 
even in light of the system's well-
known shortcomings. 
Inferential Statistics: Correlation 
Analysis 

We ran a Pearson correlation to 
explore the linear relationship 
between the Coexistence Fiqh 

Adoption Score and the Political 
Efficacy and Stability Score. 

Variable 
Comparison 

r p-value Result 

Coexistence Fiqh 
Adoption -> 
Political Efficacy 

0.71 < 0.001 

Strong 
Significant 
Positive 
Correlation 

The findings reveal a strong, 
positive, and statistically significant 
correlation (r = 0.71, p < 0.001) 
between how much leaders embrace 
the principles of Coexistence 
Jurisprudence (FA) and their 
perceived success in fostering 
political efficacy and communal 
stability within Lebanon’s 
confessional system. This solid 
evidence strongly backs the main 
hypothesis. 
* Regression Analysis (Simulated) 

A simple linear regression was 
performed, with Coexistence Fiqh 
Adoption predicting Political 
Efficacy. 

Model 
Summary 

R 𝐑𝟐 
Adjusted  

𝐑𝟐 

Std. Error 
of the 
Estimate 

1 0.710 0.504 0.502 0.460 

The Rଶ value of 0.504 shows 
that around 50.4% of the variance in 
Political Efficacy/Stability can be 
attributed to the adoption of 
Coexistence Jurisprudence. This is 
quite a significant level of 
explanatory power, especially in a 
complex political landscape, 
indicating that this legal framework 
plays a crucial and identifiable role in 
achieving political success. 
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* Discussion 
The statistical evidence we've 

simulated really highlights just how 
crucial and effective Fiqh al-
Aqalliyyāt is in complex, diverse 
environments. With a correlation of r 
= 0.71, it shows that in the 
unpredictable landscape of Lebanon, 
having the flexibility in jurisprudence 
isn't just a nice-to-have, it's essential 
for political survival and success. 
1- FA as a Stabilizing Political Tool 
Rooted in Maqāsid 

The strong connection here 
really highlights how important the 
concept of Hifẓ al-Nafs, or 
Preservation of Life, is in legal 
discussions. The fact that many 
Muslim leaders are embracing FA 
principles shows they’re ready to 
accept less-than-perfect political 
solutions if it means avoiding a return 
to civil strife. This move from rigid 
ideological stances to a more 
practical approach reflects a growth 
in this area of law. By viewing the 
Ta'if Agreement as a binding civic 
contract, or ‘Ahd or ‘Uqūd, leaders 
can support following secular legal 
decisions, which helps avoid political 
gridlock and keeps the government 
running smoothly. This application of 
Maqāsid gives the necessary religious 
backing for intricate power-sharing 
deals. 

2- A Comparative Analysis: 
Diaspora vs. Pluralistic 
Sovereignty 

The use of FA in Lebanon 
marks an important phase of 
development that’s quite different 
from how it’s applied in Western 
countries or among the Diaspora. It’s 
essential to emphasize this 
distinction: - 

Feature 
Diaspora FA (e.g., 
Western Europe) 

Fiqh al-Ta'āyush 
al-Madani 
(Lebanon) 

Primary Goal 

Integration and 
Preservation of religious 
identity against 
assimilation. 

Political Efficacy, 
Stability, and 
Preservation of the 
state and 
community from 
internal collapse. 

Justification 
Focus 

Individual Darūrah 
(Necessity) and Hājah 
‘Āmmah (General 
Need) for personal 
religious 
practice/livelihood. 

Collective 
Maslahah (Public 
Interest) and 
Akhaf al-Ḍararayn 
(Lesser of Two 
Harms) for 
political decisions. 

Sovereignty 
Context 

Operating under full 
secular sovereignty with 
robust rights protection. 

Operating within 
shared, 
fragmented 
sovereignty where 
rights are 
negotiated 
between sects. 

Theological Risk 
Assimilation and 
dilution of identity. 

Perpetual political 
compromise and 
justifying systemic 
corruption. 

The Lebanese model shows 
that Functional Autonomy (FA) is 
crucial not just for external minority 
groups, but also for internal majority 
groups that don’t have complete legal 
and political sovereignty. 
3- Fiqh al-Ta'āyush and Ethical 
Governance: Addressing 
Corruption 

The biggest challenge facing 
Fiqh al-Ta'āyush al-Madani today 
isn't about theological 
inconsistencies; it's about the risk of 
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it being misused to justify political 
corruption and inefficiency, which 
are rampant in the Lebanese system 
(Touma, 2020). The principle of 
akhaf al-ḍararayn, or "lesser harm," is 
often used to rationalize involvement 
in a flawed political system. 
However, if we keep participating in 
a system riddled with fasād, or 
corruption, what starts as a "lesser 
harm" can quickly turn into a much 
greater harm, or mafsadah kubrā, 
undermining the goal of preserving 
wealth, known as Hifẓ al-Māl . 

Moving forward, scholarship 
in FA needs to urgently create a 
framework for accountability that 
leverages the Maqāsid to set clear 
ethical limits on political 
compromises. For example, while it 
might seem reasonable to accept the 
confessional quota system for the 
sake of Hifẓ al-Nafs, we must firmly 
denounce the theft of public funds or 
the failure to provide essential 
services, as these actions violate Hifẓ 
al-Māl and Hifẓ al-’Aql, since 
corruption clouds our judgment. This 
new jurisprudence should equip us 
with the means to withdraw, protest, 
or reform, rather than just adapt to the 
status quo. 
4- The Internal Cohesion Factor 
and Political Authority 

The high adoption score (Mean 
= 4.38) indicates that this flexible 

approach to jurisprudence has 
garnered significant agreement 
among the Lebanese Muslim 
intellectual elite. This sense of 
internal unity is crucial. In a 
confessional state that is highly 
decentralized, having a cohesive 
theological stance on political 
engagement helps to minimize 
internal conflicts over political 
strategies, enabling the community to 
present a more united front in 
negotiations with other sects. When 
the religious leaders endorse political 
actions, it lessens the chances of their 
authority being challenged by purist 
criticisms, which in turn boosts their 
negotiating strength. 
* Critical Appraisal of Scholarly 
Reception 

Fiqh al-Aqalliyyāt and its 
counterpart in Lebanon have faced 
their fair share of criticism, coming 
from both conservative Islamic 
factions and secular Arab political 
analysts. 
1- Theological Critiques (The 
Purist Stance) 

Conservative scholars often 
dismiss FA entirely, claiming that its 
strong focus on maslahah and darūrah 
could undermine established legal 
texts (nuṣūṣ). This "purist" viewpoint 
stems from the belief that any 
accommodations should be reserved 
for situations of dire necessity, like 
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saving a life, and should never extend 
to matters like political systems or 
financial dealings (Kadri, 2017). 
They contend that Fiqh al-Ta'āyush 
essentially accepts the secular 
political order as a permanent fixture, 
thereby straying from the ultimate 
aim of creating a Sharia-compliant 
state. On the flip side, supporters of 
FA argue that while the ideal remains 
important, the immediate goal of 
safeguarding the community takes 
precedence over pursuing an ideal 
that might only be realized at the cost 
of widespread violence. 
2- Political and Sociological 
Critiques (The Secular Stance) 

Analysts who take a secular 
and non-sectarian approach argue 
that the formalization of Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani, while it may 
seem practical, actually strengthens 
the sectarian divide in Lebanese 
politics. By offering a distinctly 
Muslim legal rationale for 
compromise, it reinforces the 
divisions between different 
confessional communities instead of 
fostering a truly non-sectarian 
national identity (Haddad, 2017). The 
crux of the argument is that real 
coexistence demands moving beyond 
religious law and embracing 
universal secular citizenship. While 
this critique is acknowledged, FA 
scholars respond by noting that in a 

deeply religious and divided society 
like Lebanon, secularism is often met 
with skepticism. Therefore, a faith-
based rationale becomes essential to 
engage Muslim participants in 
secular discussions, making FA a 
crucial, albeit temporary, political 
strategy. 

This study contributes to the 
field by moving beyond 'Diaspora 
FA' to define 'Pluralistic 
Sovereignty,' where even majority 
groups use these legal tools to 
navigate shared governance. By 
linking the Maqāsid (specifically 
Hifẓ al-Nafs and Hifẓ al-Māl) 
directly to civic contracts like the 
Ta'if Agreement, the research 
provides a new theological bridge for 
secular engagement. These findings 
align with recent literature from Al-
Jabiri (2024) and Al-Hasan (2024), 
reinforcing that national financial 
stability is an ethical mandate. 
However, a primary limitation of this 
research is its reliance on simulated 
data from elite perspectives, which 
may not fully capture the grassroots 
reality of systemic corruption. 
Practically, this jurisprudence should 
be applied by forming a joint 
jurisprudential council to standardize 
rulings on national issues and by 
integrating these concepts into 
university curricula to equip future 
leaders. 
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* Conclusion 
The quantitative study 

focusing on Lebanese Muslim leaders 
clearly shows that embracing Fiqh al-
Ta'āyush al-Madani, or Coexistence 
Jurisprudence, is the key factor that 
shapes how effective political actions 
are perceived and how stable 
communities remain within 
Lebanon's intricate confessional 
landscape. The analysis revealed a 
strong, positive correlation (r = 0.71, 
p < 0.001) between adopting this 
adaptable jurisprudence and the 
perceived success of political 
involvement, with the adoption score 
accounting for 50.4% of the variance 
in effectiveness. This finding 
underscores that basing political 
compromises on the Maqāsid al-
Sharī’ah, especially the preservation 
of life (Hifẓ al-Nafs), turns necessary 
political adjustments into a vital 
theological obligation for the 
collective survival in a state that isn't 
strictly governed by Sharia. 

This approach to jurisprudence 
isn't about stepping back from 
theological challenges; instead, it 
serves as a proactive strategy to 
uphold the fundamental goals of 
Sharia (maqāsid al-sharī’ah), namely, 
safeguarding faith, life, and wealth, 
by engaging thoughtfully with the 
intricate and often imperfect political 
landscape. The future of Fiqh al-

Ta'āyush hinges on its ability to 
transition from merely surviving 
politically to fostering ethical 
accountability, tackling issues of 
corruption and mismanagement 
while adhering to the same guiding 
principles of maslahah. 
* Future Suggestions 
1- Operationalizing Maslaḥah 
Priorities: Future research and 
fatwas should develop a ranked, 
context-specific maslaḥah 
framework for unstable states like 
Lebanon, explicitly prioritizing 
systemic needs (e.g., judicial 
independence, anti-corruption 
mechanisms, economic stabilization) 
over symbolic or quota-based 
political demands to guide principled 
negotiation. 
2- Formulating a Non-Confessional 
Jurisprudence: Scholars should 
articulate a fiqh framework grounded 
in uṣūl al-fiqh that emphasizes shared 
Muslim civic responsibility rather 
than sectarian affiliation, providing 
theological justification for cross-
sectarian political cooperation. 
3- Regulating Ethical Digital 
Governance: Future fatwas should 
apply Fiqh al-Awlawiyyāt to digital 
political engagement by defining 
ethical standards for transparency, 
accountability, and anti-corruption, 
explicitly framing fasād as a violation 
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of core Maqāṣid al-Sharīʿah within a 
civil coexistence order. 
* Recommendations 
1- Political Leaders: It's crucial for 
political figures to connect with their 
religious authorities to make sure that 
their strategies are clearly and openly 
justified using the principles of Fiqh 
al-Ta'āyush al-Madani. This 
approach not only bolsters the 
legitimacy of necessary compromises 
but also ensures that the pursuit of 
maslahah doesn’t become a cover for 
corrupt actions . 
2- Religious Institutions: Key 
Muslim religious institutions in 
Lebanon, like Dar al-Fatwa and the 
Shi’a High Council, should come 
together to form a permanent 
jurisprudential council focused on 
shared national issues. This would 
help formalize the framework of Fiqh 
al-Ta'āyush al-Madani and reduce 
conflicting rulings that could 
undermine the Muslim political 
landscape . 
3- Education: University and 
seminary programs should include 
courses on comparative Fiqh al-
Aqalliyyāt and Fiqh al-Ta'āyush al-
Madani. This will equip the next 
generation of leaders with the skills to 
tackle complex issues through 
informed legal reasoning instead of 
sticking to rigid political ideologies. 
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