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between language and action before
Speech Act Theory reached its mature
form in the works of Austin and John
Searle.

What particularly
Malinowski’s attention in primitive
language was its functional role in
everyday life and its close association
with action. Words, in his view, are
employed only when they are capable

attracted

of performing an action, expressing
social  i1mpulses, or producing
anticipated effects on others. Herein
lies the true function of language: it is
a force in itself, capable of bringing
about change in the world. Language is
not merely a means of description,
definition, or representation of reality;
rather, it is a medium through which
actions are performed and realities are
created and realized.

The study also focuses on the “Act of
Influence” within Speech Act Theory.
The researcher’s interest in this aspect
stems from the observation that the act
of influence has not received sufficient
attention from pragmatists in general,
or from Austin and Searle in particular.
This relative neglect can be attributed
to the differing perspectives adopted
by the two approaches.

Keywords: Anthropology; Bronislaw
Malinowski; Speech Act Theory;

Abstract

Like other linguistic theories, Speech
Act Theory has an anthropological
background. The origins of pragmatic
thought can be traced back to the
ethnographic studies of  the
anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski,
particularly  his  approach  to
investigating the language of so-called
primitive societies. His renowned
theory of context emerged from his
fieldwork among such communities,
where he became deeply concerned
with their living language and realized
that its incomprehension impeded a
proper understanding of the society
itself.

The significance of this study lies in its
attempt to uncover the roots of Speech
Act Theory beyond the traditional
domains of linguistics and philosophy.
While numerous studies have traced
the origins of this theory to early
linguistic thought and philosophical

inquiry, its anthropological
foundations have received
comparatively little attention.

Malinowski addressed a number of
issues that later became central to
pragmatics, particularly the role of
context in language use long before it
was further developed by Firth and
Hymes, as well as the relationship
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Primitive Language; Action-Oriented
Language; Act of Influence.
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