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Abstract

Precision (dabt) is a fundamental pillar
in establishing the authenticity of a
narration. Any deficiency in it Wl
leads to refraining from using the
narration as evidence. The loss of
precision 1s considered one of the
defects (‘ilal) of hadiths discussed in
the books of al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil
(narrator criticism) and ‘ilal literature,
as will be explained.

Any flaw in precision renders the
hadith mudarib (inconsistent),
meaning that the hadith is transmitted
through differing narrations, thus
becoming defective. This 1is the
definition agreed upon by later
scholars (al-muta’akhkhirtin) among
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hadith experts and researchers. This
concept was also present in the
understanding of earlier scholars (al-
mutagaddimiin), though in a broader
sense. This study is based on clarifying
the difference between the definitions
of earlier and later scholars regarding
inconsistency (idtirab) in hadith.
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