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Abstract

This study examines the economic
significance of the Levant region and
the impact of international rivalry,
particularly between the United States
and Russia, on its development
prospects. The Levant possesses
abundant natural resources and a
strategic  geographic
connects Asia, Europe, and Africa,

location that

making it a central hub in global
economic and geopolitical dynamics.

However, this importance has not
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translated nto sustainable

development due to  structural
economic imbalances, including heavy
reliance on rentier revenues, weak
diversification, and dependence on
imports. The research highlights that
international competition has
deepened economic dependency and
limited the autonomy of Levantine
states, as foreign aid and investments
often come with political conditions.
Moreover, conflicts and political
instability have severely damaged
infrastructure, reduced production, and
caused brain drain, thereby hindering
development efforts. The study also
finds that international rivalry has
obstructed

integration, undermining cooperation

regional economic
in energy, transportation, and trade
sectors. The paper concludes that
achieving sustainable development in
the Levant requires establishing
stability, diversifying
enhancing  regional
integration, and strengthening national
institutions to manage resources and
external challenges effectively.
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