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Abstract

This study presents a semiotic—
pragmatic analysis of U.S. President
Donald Trump's speech on lifting
sanctions against Syria in May 2025. It
seeks to uncover the representations of
power and meaning embedded in
American political discourse at a
critical regional turning point.

The analysis proceeds from the
hypothesis that the U.S. discourse was
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not purely humanitarian, but rather
functioned as a symbolic mechanism to
re-establish hegemony. This was
achieved through mitigated linguistic
strategies and pragmatic conditions
that shift agency from within Syria to
the American will. The research
analyzes the
presidential speech and links it to its
cognitive dimensions and iconic
context, highlighting how the local

structure  of the

Syrian actor is erased, and how
American action is legitimized as a
transformative project enacted through
others. The reading reveals that the
discourse symbolically distributes
roles between those who "possess the
decision" and those who merely
"receive hope," while the pragmatic
shifts expose a hidden linguistic
authority that reinforces regional
submission under the guise of
partnership and renewal.
Keywords:  Discourse
Pragmatics,

Analysis,
Semiotics,  Symbolic
Power, Political Discourse, Syria,
Donald Trump.
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the United States and Syria fur the first
time in more than a decade, And I'm
very Pleased to announce that secretary
Marco Rubio will be meeting with the
new Syrian foreign minister in Turkey
later this week, and very importantly
after discussing the situation in Syria
princes your crown prince and also
with President Erdogan of Turkey who
called me the other day and asked for a
very similar thing among others and
friends of mine, People. that I have a
lot of respect for in the Middle East. I
will be ordering cessation of sanctions
against Syria in order to give them a
chance at greatness.
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likewise, in Syria, which has seen so
much misery and death, there is a new
government that will hopefully
succeed in stabilizing the country and
keeping Peace. That's what we want to
see, the people in Syria have had their
share of travesty, war. killing many
years. That's why my administration
has already taken the first steps toward
restoring be normal relations between
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Likewise, in Syria, which has oL
seen so much misery and death, there is
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That’s why my administration : &Ll
has already taken the first steps toward
restoring normal relations between the
United States and Syria for the first time
in more than a decade
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their share of travesty, war, and killing
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discussing the situation in Syria with
your crown prince and also with
President Erdogan of Turkey who
called me the other day and asked for a
very similar thing
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Among others and friends of :ouall
mine, people that I have a lot of respect
for in the Middle East
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