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Abstract
The emergence of the internet has

prompted a major transformation of
the radio broadcasting, which is now
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sphere, which we adapted to the virtual
space in order to address several
questions about the nature of web radio
as a tool for achieving social
interaction and as an opportunity for
audiences to express their views on
local issues freely within this ever
exoanding virtual world. The study
concluded that the virtual public
sphere—the focus of our research
sample—is an interactive space, and
that the two web radios, Karama FM
and Capsa FM, have managed to
establish the principle of proximity as
local community radios, in addition to
serving as platforms for political and
partisan activity in the region.
Keywords: Web radio, Facebook,
public sphere, interactivity.
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relying on websites and smart
applications to deliver its content. In
doing so, it has gone beyond all
geographical, political, and legislative
boundaries. Today, all that is needed
for electronic broadcasting is a simple
microphone and an Internet-connected
computer. As a result, web radios have
proliferated, and the scope of their
coverage has expanded considerably.
Their reliance on social media—such
as Facebook—has helped shape a
virtual public sphere based primarily
on interactivity. This new space has
contributed to expanding the power of
individual users by providing them
with opportunities for expression,
participation, and direct interaction
with their audiences within a space that
encourages rational debate on urgent
issues. In this context, this study seeks
to explore the characteristics of the
virtual public sphere enabled by the
Facebook pages of two local online
radio stations: Karama FM and Capsa
FM. The study also examines the new
opportunities that Facebook provides
for web radios, allowing new practices
in terms of use and interaction to
emerge. The study employed content
analysis and the descriptive method,
using a key theoretical framework:
Habermas’s theory of the public
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