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trade unions, and student
movements—mobilized around the
Palestinian cause, expressing positions
that ranged from full support for armed
resistance to critical assessments of
peace initiatives.

This study examines the stance of
Tunisian leftist currents on the
Palestinian issue between 1987 and
2010, analyzing the local, regional, and
international contexts that shaped these
positions. It highlights the ways in
which the Tunisian left employed the
Palestinian  struggle as both an
ideological reference and a tool for
political mobilization against the
regime. The research sheds light on
how the Palestinian cause became a
key axis in the Tunisian left’s
discourse on anti-Zionism, anti-
imperialism, and solidarity with
liberation movements worldwide.
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Abstract

The Palestinian cause has long retained
its central position in  Arab
consciousness, as it embodies both
national and pan-Arab dimensions that
extend beyond Palestine to encompass
the entire Arab world. The Zionist
project is seen as an existential threat
to Arab identity, making the
Palestinian struggle a primary focus of
Arab  popular and progressive
movements. Within this framework,
the Tunisian left has regarded the
Palestinian issue not merely as a matter
of national liberation, but as a natural
extension of its broader struggle
against colonialism, authoritarianism,
and global imperialism.

With the political transformation that
occurred in Tunisia in 1987 through
the rise of Zine El Abidine Ben Ali’s
regime, the relationship between the
Tunisian left and the Palestinian cause
entered a new phase. The Israeli
airstrikes on Tunisian soil that targeted
PLO leaders and resulted in the deaths
of Tunisian civilians intensified the
Tunisian  left’s
response, various leftist factions—
political parties, youth organizations,

engagement. In
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