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Abstract 
The Emergence and Development of 
Religious Architecture in the Jericho 
Oasis during the Byzantine Period  

)٦٣٨–٣٢٤ (  
The Jericho Oasis was one of the most 
significant urban centers in Palestine 
during the Byzantine period. It 
provided a fertile environment for the 
emergence and development of 
monastic religious activity, where 
religious architecture became a 
fundamental element in the urban 
landscape of the region. This reflects 
the religious, political, and social 
transformations of that era. The area 
included numerous monasteries, 
churches, and hermitages, in which 
local architecture and art merged with 
those of neighboring regions. 
This study aims to highlight the 
religious, historical, political, and 
social factors that contributed to the 
rise of religious architecture in the 
Jericho Oasis. It also sheds light on 
some of the archaeological discoveries 
that revealed religious buildings in 
Jericho, aiming to understand their 
architectural and artistic styles. 
Furthermore, the research analyzes the 

patterns of religious architecture in the 
Jericho Oasis during the Byzantine 
period by examining church and 
monastery designs, emphasizing their 
artistic, architectural, and decorative 
characteristics, and relating them to the 
region’s historical, religious, and 
economic context. The study also 
seeks to establish a scientific 
framework to serve as a foundation for 
the documentation of religious 
architecture in the Jericho Oasis. The 
study employs the historical, 
descriptive, analytical, and 
comparative archaeological methods, 
supported by field surveys and a 
review of relevant historical and 
archaeological sources. The findings 
indicate a diversity of religious 
buildings, including monasteries, 
churches, and synagogues, reflecting 
the religious and cultural plurality of 
the region.  
The research concludes that Jericho 
was an important center for Christian 
pilgrimage during the Byzantine 
period and that its religious 
architecture reflected the interaction 
between local traditions and the wider 
Byzantine architectural milieu. It 
further concludes that religious 
architecture in Jericho was not merely 
a space for worship but also played a 
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vital role in the social, political, and 
economic life of the local community . 
Keywords: Jericho Oasis, Byzantine 
Period, Laura, Coenobium, Quruntul, 
Deir al-Qilt.
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