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Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the origins
of Scientology, its fundamental
principles, and the various perspectives
surrounding it. Scientology is a
relatively new religion, founded in the
mid-20th century by the American
author L. Ron Hubbard. It is based on
Hubbard's book "Dianetics: The
Modern Science of Mental Health,"
published in 1950. Scientology focuses
on understanding the human psyche,
developing personal abilities, and
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resolving psychological and emotional
issues. One of the core concepts in
Scientology is the "Thetan," which
represents the human spirit. It is
believed that the Thetan 1s an
immaterial being that lives life after
life and that individuals can recall their
past lives through a process called
"auditing." This process aims to free
individuals  from the negative
influences of past events, helping them
achieve a state known as "Clear."
Scientology is controversial due to its
secretive practices, strict approach
towards its critics, and the way it treats
its former members. It also faces
widespread criticism for what some
consider to be financial exploitation by
imposing high fees for services
provided to members. The Church of
Scientology considers itself a religion
and seeks official recognition as a
religion in various countries, while its
critics question its legitimacy as a
religion and view it as a commercial
organization or a cult.
Keywords: Secular Religions,
Comparative Religion, Scientology,
Doctrine, 20th Century Religions
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